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Book title and author

Blurb

Ross Welford
Time Travelling with a Hamster

‘A story that crosses time and generations, for
adventure-loving readers young and old.

“My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nine and again
four years later when he was twelve.”

On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa
Byron gives him a letter from Al’s late father. In it Al receives
a mission: travel back to 1984 in a secret time machine and
save his father’s life.

Al soon discovers that time travel requires daring and
imagination. It also requires lies, theft, setting his school on
fire and ignoring philosophical advice from Grandpa Byron.
All without losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer...’

Nin.a Bawden
Carrie’'s War

'l did a dreadful thing, the worst thing of my life, when | was
twelve and a half years old, and nothing can change it'

It is wartime and Carrie and her little brother Nick have been
evacuated from their London home to the Welsh hills. In an
unfamiliar place, among strangers, the children feel alone and
find little comfort with the family they are billeted with: Mr
Evans, a bullying shopkeeper and Auntie Lou, his kind but
timid sister.

When Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they are
welcomed into Hepzibah Green's warm kitchen. Hepzibah is
rumoured to be a witch, but her cooking is delicious, her
stories are enthralling and the children cannot keep away.
With Albert, Hepzibah and Mister Johnny, they begin to settle
into their new surroundings. But before long, their loyalties
are tested: will they be persuaded to betray their new friends?
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Michael Morpurgo
Kensuke’s Kingdom

Washed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to
survive on his own. With no food and no water, he curls up to
die. When he wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of
fruit, and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone . . .
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Mary Norton
The Borrowers

The Borrowers live in the secret places of quiet old houses;
behind the mantelpiece, inside the harpsichord, under the
kitchen clock. They own nothing, borrow everything, and
never forget their most important rule: you must never, ever
be 'seen’ by the human beans.

Arrietty is desperate to be an expert Borrower like her father,
Pod. But it's dangerous work, and girls are forbidden to
venture Upstairs. Arrietty is thrilled to be given a chance to
prove herself - but disaster strikes on her very first outing: she
is seen by The Boy! But to everyone's surprise, a wonderful,
unlikely friendship is formed. But soon the Borrowers find
themselves in terrible danger, and only The Boy can help.

Full of wonderfully inventive details and beautiful, gentle
humour, The Borrowers is a timeless tale of bravery,
friendship and borrowing . . .
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Jessica Townsend
Nevermoor

Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her eleventh
birthday. But, as the clock strikes midnight, she's whisked
away by a remarkable man called Jupiter North and taken to
the secret city of Nevermoor.

There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society. Mystery,
magic and protection are hers - if only she can pass four
impossible trials, using an exceptional talent. Which she
doesn't have...

Perfect for fans of the Harry Potter series, this series takes
readers into an extraordinary world, setting hope and
imagination alive.
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Susie Day
The secrets of Billie Bright

‘Billie Bright's family is pretty big for one that's got somebody
missing. There's Billie who is a girl Billie and eleven and
about to go to secondary school. Then there are her three big
brothers and her Dad, who also runs the cafe under their flat.
Life's loud but Billie likes it, even without her mum there any
more.

But with the new school comes having to make new friends
and all kinds of other grown-up things to deal with. And at
home it feels like all her brothers are keeping secrets from
her. So when she decides to do a project on her mum, she
has to do all the research herself and ends up finding out all
kinds of things she doesn't expect to.’
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Robin Stevens
Murder most Unladylike

‘At Deepdean School for Girls, Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong
have set up their own detective agency. But they are
struggling to find any real crimes to investigate. (Unless you
count the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they don't.)

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying
dead in the Gym. To add to the mystery, when she and Daisy
return five minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now
Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they have
to prove one happened in the first place.’

" Costa Award-winning author of The Explorer
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Katherlne Rundell
The Good Thieves

Fresh off the boat from England, Vita Marlowe has a job to
do. Her beloved grandfather Jack has been cheated out of his
home and possessions by a notorious conman with Mafia
connections. Seeing Jack's spirit is broken, Vita is desperate
to make him happy again, so she devises a plan to outwit his
enemies and recover his home.

She finds a young pickpocket, working the streets of the city.
And, nearby, two boys with highly unusual skills and secrets
of their own are about to be pulled into her lawless,
death-defying plan.

Katherine Rundell's fifth novel is a heist as never seen before
- the story of a group of children who will do anything to right
a wrong.
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Jess Butterworth
Into the Volcano

Vivi and Seb live halfway across the world from each other,
living completely separate lives, until a terrible event
unexpectedly makes their paths collide.

Seb's best friend Clay was injured in a shooting, and Seb
believes there's a rainbow pool in the heart of Yellowstone
National Park that will help heal him heal.

Meanwhile, Vivi is feeling lost, wishing she could find a way to
honour her grandmother, who didn't survive the same
shooting.

When they meet at the memorial and Seb tells Vivi what he
wants to do, Vivi is convinced that her grandmother would
have wanted her to go with Seb to help his friend.

But the park is filled with dangerous creatures, and when Seb
is injured in one of the volcanic springs, it becomes a race for
survival as they try and make their wish and find their way out
of the wilderness.
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Emma Carroll
Letters from the Lighthouse

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London,
twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw and her little brother Cliff are
evacuated to the Devon coast. The only person with two
spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But
he's not used to company and he certainly doesn't want any
evacuees.

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying
secret messages (as she likes to think of the letters) to the
villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. Her older sister
Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to
discover what happened to her. And then she finds a strange
coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to
something dark and impossibly dangerous.

Maz Evans
Who let the Gods out?

When Elliot wishes upon a star, he doesn't expect a
constellation to crash into a dungheap on his family farm.

The star is Virgo. She thinks she's perfect. Elliot doesn't. And
together they release Thanatos, evil Daemon of Death ... epic
fail.

They need the King of the Gods and his noble steed. Instead,
they get a chubby Zeus and his high horse Pegasus.

Are the Gods really ready to save the world? And is the world
really ready for the Gods?

The first book in the hilarious bestselling WHO LET THE
GODS OUT series, shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's
Book Prize!

A stunning novel that makes you laugh and cry’
Guar dian
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Stuart Foster
The Bubble Boy
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Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his
hospital room, with its beeping machines and view of
London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed
outside, not even for a moment, and his few visitors risk
bringing life-threatening germs inside his 'bubble’. But then
someone new enters his world and changes it for ever.

THE BUBBLE BOY is the story of how Joe spends his days,
copes with his loneliness and frustrations, and looks - with
superhero-style bravery, curiosity and hope - to a future
without limits. Expect superheroes, super nurses and a few
tears from this truly unique story.
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Lisa Thompson
The Light Jar

Nate and his mother are running away, hiding out in a
tumbledown cottage in the middle of a forest. When Mum
heads off for provisions, and then doesn't return, Nate is left
alone and afraid, with the dark closing in all around him. But
comfort can come from the most unexpected of places - a
mysterious girl trying to solve the clues of a treasure hunt and
the reappearance of an old friend from his past. Will Nate find
the bravery needed to face the troubles of his present and
ultimately illuminate the future? A story of fear and hope,
loneliness and friendship - full of the heart, engaging
characters and propulsive, page-turning mystery...
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David Almond
The Boy who swam with piranhas

Stanley Potts is just an ordinary boy, but when all the jobs in
Fish Quay disappear his Uncle Ernie develops an
extraordinary fascination with canning fish. Suddenly their
home is filled with the sound of clanging machinery and the
stench of mackerel, and Uncle Ernie's obsession reaches
such heights that he would even can Stan's beloved goldfish!
Stan, however, has his own destiny, which leads him — via a
hook-a-duck stall — to Pancho Pirelli, the blue-caped madman
who swims with piranhas. And as Stan delves into the waters,
he finally discovers who he really can be.
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Roald Dahl
The Witches

BEWARE.

There are witches EVERYWHERE. Witches could be a
cashier in a supermarket, a woman driving a fancy car, or
even your own teacher.

The only thing a witch cares about is squelching children. She
hunts and squelches as many children as she possibly can.
At least one a week.

The Grand High Witch hates children most of all and plans to
make every single one of YOU disappear.

Only one boy and his grandmother can stop her. But if their
plan fails, the Grand High Witch will frizzle them like fritters,
and then what will happen?
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Louis Sacher
There’s a boy in the girl’s bathroom

Meet Bradley Chalkers. He's the oldest child in the class. He
tells ENORMOUS lies. He picks fights with girls. The teachers
say he has 'serious behaviour problems'. And no one likes
him ... Except Carla, the new school counsellor. She thinks
Bradley is kind and generous, and she even enjoys his
far-fetched stories.

Carla knows that Bradley could change, if only he weren't
afraid to try. Sometimes the hardest thing in the world is
believing in yourself.

A heartwarming story of bravery and acceptance from Louis
Sachar, the bestselling author of Holes.
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B.B Alston
Amari and the Night Brothers

Amari Peters knows three things. Her big brother Quinton has
gone missing. No one will talk about it. His mysterious job
holds the secret... So when Amari gets an invitation to the
Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, she's certain this is her
chance to find Quinton. But first she has to get her head
around the new world of the Bureau, where mermaids, aliens
and magicians are real, and her roommate is a weredragon.

Alittle bit brwt.*Smtm: bold Totally me.

ANKIE'S
&GRUM

Aoife Dooley
Frankie’s World

Frankie knows she’s not like anyone else in her class: she’s
different, but she can’t quite figure out why. Is it the new
freckle on her nose, or the fact she’s small for her age? Or
that she has to go to the hospital sometimes? Everyone else
seems to think she’s weird too, and they make fun of her at
school.

Frankie’s dad left when she was a baby — maybe he was
different too? It would explain why she always feels like an
alien. So she and her best-friend Sam, embark on a mission
to track him down.

A graphic novel offering a unique perspective on Autism, told
with humour and heart.
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Tola Ok gwa
Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun

Onyeka has a lot of hair — the kind that makes strangers stop
in the street. She’s always felt insecure about her vibrant
curls, until she makes an important discovery: she can control
her hair with her mind!

Her mother quickly whisks her off to the Academy of the Sun,
a school in Nigeria where Solari — children with superpowers
— are trained. But Onyeka and her new friends at the
Academy soon have to put their powers to the test as they
find themselves caught up in an epic battle . . . one that puts
the future of all Solari at risk.

Lissa Evans
Wished

Ed and his sister Roo are faced with the most boring
half-term holiday in history: five days spent in the company of
their elderly neighbour Miss Filey, and her ancient, smelly cat.
But when they find a box of birthday candles in a cupboard in
Miss Filey's house, their world is changed completely. These
are no ordinary candles, every single one of them comes with
a wish. There's only one problem: some of those wishes
actually belong to someone else . . .




