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Onjali Q Rauf
The Boy at the Back of the Class

‘Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class
is a child's perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting the
importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't
always make sense.’

‘The Boy at the Back of the Class offers a child's eye view
and an ambitious, adventure-filled plot. When a new boy is
introduced at school, no one is exactly sure where he has
come from; what is a "refugee kid", anyway, and how can
Ahmet be helped to feel that he belongs? This is a lovely,
warm-hearted first novel, a celebration of courage and
friendship leavened with mischief.’ ― The Guardian

Lara Williamson
A Boy called Hope

‘I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I keep a list of things
I want to come true.
For example, I want my sister, Ninja Grace, to go to university
at the North Pole and only come back once a year.
I want to help Sherlock Holmes solve his most daring mystery
yet. And if it could be a zombie mystery, all the more exciting.
I want my dog to stop eating the planets and throwing them
up on the carpet.
And finally, the biggest dream of all, I want my dad to love
me.’

‘A touching and humorous read which will appeal to both girls
and boys who enjoy emotionally challenging stories about
family and friendship.’ --Bookbuzz

Ross MacKenzie
The Nowhere Emporium

‘When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in
Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite by
accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- and its
owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of
magic and enchantment.

Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the secrets
of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways and rooms
-- rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has
ever imagined.

But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past
threatens everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin
to crumble.

Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, before the
Nowhere Emporium is destroyed forever?’



A.M. Dassu
Fight Back

‘Aaliyah is an ordinary thirteen-year-old living in the Midlands
- she's into her books, shoes, K-pop and she is a Muslim.
She has always felt at home where she lives ... until a
terrorist attack in her area changes everything.

As racial tensions increase and she starts getting bullied,
Aaliyah decides to begin wearing a hijab - to challenge how
people in her community see her.

But when her school bans the hijab and she is intimidated
and attacked for her choices, she feels isolated.

Soon Aaliyah realises that other young people from different
backgrounds also struggle with their identity and feel alone,
scared and judged. Should she try to blend in - or can she
find allies to help her fight back?

Channeling all of her bravery, Aaliyah decides to speak out.

Together, can Aaliyah and her friends halt the tide of hatred
rippling through their community?’

Peter Bunzl
Cogheart

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now
silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows. What could
they want from her?

With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin,
her mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and
menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds
dear may be the very ones to break her heart...

Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian
adventure.

Kiran Millwood Hargrave
The Girl of Ink and Stars

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway
lands her cartographer father once mapped.

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the
search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled
wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking
mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep.

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth,
Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the
island itself.



E Nesbit
The Railway Children

Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis were very happy living in a
comfortable house surrounded by a cook and servants and
two loving parents, until one evening when there was a knock
at the door and their father was mysteriously taken away by
two men. Suddenly alone, their mother moves the family to a
small cottage in the countryside. There, the children begin a
series of exciting adventures, from saving a train filled with
passengers from a landslide, to rescuing a baby from a fire,
to aiding a penniless Russian exile, to eventually unraveling
the mystery of their father’s disappearance.

Morris Gleitzman
Once

Felix has been living in an orphanage for three years and
eight months when the men in armbands arrive to burn the
books.

Going on the run in search of his parents, Felix soon learns
that Poland in 1942 is not a safe place for Jewish boys. But
can his gift for storytelling keep him one step ahead of the
Nazis and help him find his parents?

After all, everybody deserves to have something good in their
life at least once.

Once is the first in a series of novels about Felix and his
family. The sequels - Then, After, Soon, Maybe and Now - are
also available.

David Almond
Skellig

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's
illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain.

Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old,
ramshackle garage of his new home, and finds something
magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being
who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new
friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while
his baby sister languishes in the hospital.

But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he
helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world
changes for ever . . .

Skellig won the Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread Children's
Book Award.



Jamilla Gavin
The Wheel of Surya

The first volume in the Surya Trilogy by Whitbread
award-winning author Jamila Gavin.

India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village as civil
war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated
from their mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her
brother's life once, but now they both face a daily fight for
survival.

Together they escape across India and nearly halfway around
the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in a
new, hostile culture...

Greg Howard
The Whispers

A coming-of-age tale that will make you laugh and cry, perfect
for fans of Time Travelling With a Hamster and The Goldfish
Boy.

Before she disappeared, Riley's mama used to tell him
stories about the Whispers, mysterious creatures with the
power to grant wishes.

Riley wishes for lots of things. He wishes his secret crush
Dylan liked him back. He wishes the bumbling detective
would stop asking awkward questions. But most of all he
wishes his mother would come home . . .

Four months later, the police are no closer to finding out the
truth - and Riley decides to take matters into his own hands.

But do the Whispers really exist?
And what is Riley willing to do to find out?

Neil Gaiman
The Graveyard Book

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire
family, who would have thought it would find safety and
security in the local graveyard?

Brought up by the resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod
has an eccentric childhood learning about life from the dead.
But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer still
looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of
the family.

A stunningly original novel deftly constructed over eight
chapters, featuring every second year of Bod's life, from
babyhood to adolescence. Will Bod survive to be a man?



Siobhan Dowd
The London Eye Mystery

11.32 a.m. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get
on board the London Eye. The pod rises from the ground,
high above the city.

12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits
- everyone but Salim.

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.)
Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.)
Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.)
Ted doesn't see the world like most people he knows and is
sure that with his "unique operating system" of a brain he can
uncover the truth about Salim's disappearance.
So, teaming up with Kat, Ted sets out to do just that -
following a trail of clues across London. But with time ticking
dangerously by, can Ted solve the mystery before it's too
late?

Jamilla Gavin
Coram Boy

The Whitbread 2000 Book of the Year is a haunting and
captivating work of historical fiction for children.

The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate
mothers, promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling
Hospital in London. Instead, he murders them and buries
them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his mentally ill
son, Mish.

Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his
history, proving himself a promising musician.  As Aaron's
new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful Mish
makes a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best friend
Toby back into the hands of the Coram man.

Nick Lake
Locked out Lily

Lily just wants things to go back to the way they were: before
she got sick, before her parents decided to have another
baby. So when she’s sent away to stay with her grandmother
while her mum has the baby, Lily is determined to go home.
But she doesn’t expect to find people in her house – people
who look like her parents, but definitely aren’t … Together
with some unlikely animal companions, Lily must face her
fears and summon the courage to break into her own house,
and defeat ‘The Replacements’ before the night is out.

Nick Lake's atmospheric story of family and friendship is
brought to spectacular life by Emily Gravett, twice winner of
the Kate Greenaway Medal.



Lindsay Galvin
My friend the octopus

Victorian England, 1893, and aquarium fever is at its height.

Twelve-year-old Vinnie Fyfe works in the tea-shop at Brighton
aquarium, and waits for her milliner mother to return from
Paris.

The arrival of a giant octopus changes her life forever.
Discovering a talent for art, Vinnie begins to draw the
extraordinary beast.

She soon realises she can communicate with the octopus
through colour and – as a gripping mystery begins to unfold –
discovers what true courage really means ...

Katherine Rundell
Wolf Wilder

Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of
Russia, in a house full of food and fireplaces. Ten minutes
away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's
mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. A
wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: it is a person
who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to
fight and to run, and to be wary of humans.

When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens
her very existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the
run. What follows is a story of revolution and adventure,
about standing up for the things you love and fighting back.
And, of course, wolves.

Rick Riordan
Percy Jackson and the lightning thief

Half boy. Half God. ALL Hero.

I was just a normal kid, I went to school (got expelled a lot,
but that wasn't my fault), played sports and hung out with my
best friend.
Until I accidentally vaporised my maths teacher.
Now, I spend my time at Camp Half Blood, battling monsters
and generally trying to stay alive.

And now that Zeus thinks I've stolen his lightning bolt, staying
alive is going to be even harder…

The first in an adventurous and fun packed series that
re-imagines the Greek gods, heroes and monsters in modern
times.



Robert Swindells
Room 13

Somebody was in there. Somebody - or some thing . . .

There is no room thirteen in the creepy Crow's Nest Hotel,
where Fliss and her friends are staying on a school trip. Or is
there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar
happens to the door of the linen cupboard next to room l2.
And something is happening to Ellie-May Sunderland, too -
something very sinister . . .

Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Julia and the Shark

A remote island. A stormy summer. And an adventure as big
as the Great Greenland shark ...

My name is Julia.

This is the story of the summer I spent living in a lighthouse.

The summer I almost lost my mum, and found a shark older
than trees.

Don't worry though, that doesn't spoil the ending …

Julia has followed her mum and dad to live on a remote
island for the summer - her dad, for work; her mother, on a
determined mission to find the elusive Greenland shark. But
when her mother's obsession threatens to submerge them all,
Julia finds herself on an adventure with dark depths and a
lighthouse full of hope..


