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                                                                                                                                                  16th September
Dear Parents and Carers

Ofsted Inspection update

Parents and carers may recall that we welcomed Ofsted inspectors into school at the beginning of July. We are now able to share the outcome of that inspection with you.

I would like to start by expressing my sincere thanks to parents and carers for their positive support. The many responses submitted through the Ofsted survey provided valuable insight and evidence for the inspection team. I would also like to note the positive and strong efforts of the staff team at Wareham St Mary. They engaged really well with this inspection – and did so in a heatwave!

There is much to celebrate in the inspector’s feedback and in the final report. The report highlights the children’s good behaviour, the wide range of outdoor and extra learning activities children experience, and the strong support for pupils with SEND and social, emotional and mental health needs. It also recognises the trusting relationships staff build with pupils and the robust systems that support early and accurate identification of pupils’ needs. The inspection team recognised that leaders are taking effective action to raise expectations and secure improvements for the school. We are particularly encouraged that the inspectors saw emerging improvements in pupils' achievement in phonics and that the curriculum is adapted to address gaps in children’s knowledge.

The final report identifies areas where the school needs to continue to improve. For example, the report tells us we must ensure that pupils achieve as highly as they can, that we should build on children’s prior knowledge, and that all pupils should attend school regularly. We are well aware of these areas of improvement and they are already getting our full focus and attention.

Wareham St Mary serves a wonderful community, and we remain ambitious for every child. We are proud of the progress that has been made, grateful for the dedication of our staff, and committed to continuing our ongoing improvement journey. If you would like to read the report in full, you can find it on the school website here. 
https://www.warehamstmary.dorset.sch.uk/ofsted



Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,
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Naomi Shrimpton Headteacher
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