The reason for Understanding Christianity

To support pupils in developing thetr
understanding of Christianity, as a contribution

to their understanding of the world and their

own experience within tt.

What is being taught?

Aims of Unders’candtng Chr‘Ls’cLanL’cg

To enable pupLLs to know about and understand

ChrLstLanLch as a L'Lv'mg world faith, bg expLoang core

theoLochaL concepts

To enable pupLLs to deveLop knowLedge and skills in
mak'mg sense of biblical texts and understandmg their
timpact in the lives of Christians

To deveLop pupLLs’ abilities to connect, crLJchaug

reflect upon, evaluate and appLH thetr Learnmg to
their own growing understanding of ChrLchLanL’cg, of
reLLgLon and belief more deeLg, of themselves, the
world and human expertence.

Understanding Christiantt

y resources

have selected and explore these eight

concepts because Jcheg offer a coherent

series of ideas that unde
belief and practice. The

gives a context into whic

rpin Christian
big story

h teachers and

pupils can place the concepts as they

encounter them in RE throughout the

school.
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Within the Understanding Christianity curriculum, pupils encounter key
theological concepts multiple times throaghoat their primary education as part of
a carefully designed spiral curriculum. Each encounter builds upon previous
Leammg throagh new keg qaes’cLons, biblical texts and approaches, enabLLag
understanding to be revisited, reinforced and deepened over time.

The concepts explored provide one way of understanding Christian belief and
practice, whilst recognising that Christianity is a diverse faith tradition
encompassing a range of Ln’cerpreta’clor\s and perspec’ches. PapLLs are encouraged

to appreciate that Christians may express and understand their faith in different
ways. The curriculum therefore reflects areas of both shared belief and
theological diversity, helping children to develop a nuanced understanding of
Christianity.

Through these concepts, pupils engage with a wide range of biblical texts, placing
them within the broader narrative of the Bible and a wider theological context.
Theg exp[ore the nature of God and what it means for Christians to live in
reLa’cLonsth with their Creator. Theg examine the reLaJcLonsth between God and
His people in the Old Testament, consider messianic expectations, and expLore

Christian beliefs about their fulfilment in the person of Jesus Christ.

PapLLs studg the Llife, Jceach‘mgs, death and resurrection of Jesus, consLdeang
thetr ngnLﬂcance within both histortcal and theo[ochaL contexts. Theg also
explore Christian beliefs about the Kingdom of God, including its present reality

and future fulfilment.

As their anders’candmg deveLops, papLLs investigate how Christian beliefs
influence the lives of individuals and communities Jcodag. Theg examine the
ways in which faith is expressed through worship, celebrations, festivals, rituals,
prayer, creativity and spirttual practices. They also consider how Christian beliefs

tnspire actions such as serving others, show'mg compasstion, pursuing Jus’che, caring
for creation and respond'mg to ethical and moral tssues. Throagh these
investigations, pupils gain insight into the lived expertence of Christianity and
the impact that faith can have on peoples lives and communities.
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These are the concepts of God covered in the Unders’candlng ChrLs’cLanL’cg:

Fundamental to Christian belief is the existence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Christians believe the universe and human life are God's good creation. Humans are made in the Lmage of God.

Humans have a tendency to go their own way rather than keep their place in relation to their

creator. This attitude is called sin, and Genesis 3 gives an account of this rebellion, popularly called ‘the Fall.
This describes a catastrophic separation between God and humans, between humans and each other, and between
humans and the environment. This idea that humans are fallen’ and in need of rescue (or salvation) sets out the
root cause of many problems for humanity.

The Old Testament tells the story of God's plan to reverse the impact of the Fall, to save humanity. It involves
choosing a people who will model a restored relationship with God, who will attract all other people back to God.
The Bible narrative includes the ups and downs of this plan, including the message of the prophets who tried to
persuade people to stick with God. The plan appears to end in failure with the people of God exiled, and then
returning, awaiting a ‘messiah’ - a rescuer.

The New Testament presents Jesus as the answer: the Messiah and Saviour, who will repair the effects of sin and
the Fall and offer a way for humans to be at one with God again. Incarnation means that Jesus is God in the

flesh, and that, in Jesus, God came to live amongst humans.

Christians believe Jesus' incarnation is ‘good news for all people. (Gospel means ‘good news) His life, teaching and
ministry embody what it is like to be one of the People of God, what it means to live in relationship with God.
Jesus example and teaching emphasise loving one’s neighbour - particularly the weak and vulnerable - as part of
Lov'mg God.

Jesus death and resurrection effect the rescue or salvation of humans. He opens the way back to God. Christians
believe that through Jesus, sin is dealt with, forgiveness offered, and the relationship between God and humans is
restored.

This does not mean that no one sins anymorel The Bible talks in terms of Gods Kingdom™ having begun in human
hearts through Jesus. The idea of the Kingdom of God’ reflects God's ideal for human life in the world - a vision
of life lived in the way God intended for human beings. Christians look forward to a time when God's rule is
fulfilled at some future point, in a restored, transformed heaven and earth. Meanwhile, they seek to live this

attractive life as in God’s Kingdom, following Jesus example, inspired and empowered by God's Spirit.



The Frieze and the concept of
the ‘bLg s’corg?




The frieze illustrates seven of the eight core concepts that are explored throughout the Understanding Christianity materials. Effectively, this
presents a view of the big story of the Bible - an artist's response to the approach used in the Understanding Christianity materials.

The BLg Frieze is destgned to give teachers the opportunity to make pupLLs aware of the wider context of each concept, unit and text studied
in the Understanding Christianity materials. Reminding pupils regularly of where a particular text occurs within the big story, by pointing it

out on the Frieze, heLps to build up a coherent understandmg of the core concepts and the reLa’cLonsth between them.

The artwork illustrates these concepts, from Creation to Kingdom of God, presenting a Christian view of the Bible as more than a

collection of different texts - one which has an overarch'mg coherence and story.
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Panel | - Creation - The begLnnLng

Tape- crime
committed against

God - sin

is the human soul.

Storg of Adam and
Eve - Adam is the
heaven[g spirit. Eve

T

Trees - Soul of Life

Fruits - Llife s
fruitful and should
be enjoyable and

sweet.

Serpen’c - represents

attachment to

humarkind.

Light showing Jesus
is here to guide us.
Light represents good
in life and God in

heaven.

Paintbrush God s
the creator, a

builder the architect.
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Panel & - The fall of Adam thus represents
the way humar\'ﬁcg became conscious of good
and evil. Some say it is the ongoing reaLL’cg of

human existence.

~

J

The dark waterfall
shows the colour of
creation been
drained away due to

stn.

/ Some coloured
paint pots on show
to represent
humanity. Humans
are still made in
the image of God.
Humans are at the
centre of God’s

humanttg love and

\ concern. /

/The descent of ’che\
fall shows a
headlong journey
away from peace

and joy with the

\ Creator. /

Rainbow - shows God’s
oﬁcermg and hope.
Joumeg for peop[e to

LOVE’,. SO.LVQtLOf‘L O'F JQSU.S.

Noah's Ark.

|

Pyramid- Moses
leading the Jewish
people.

The Ten
Commandments.

The fall indicates the

world is not as it should

be. LQCk O'F LOVQ,

selfishness. There is a

need for salvation.

Genests Temptation

should be resisted.

/Some say the fall \

\’chem. /

shows Christians are
free to make a

choose. The God of
the bible does not

impose their will on




@ne[s 3 & &k - People of God - These panels covers many generations of the People of God. The pane[s\
shows the stories from Noah to Nehemiah. It shows the story of how the people of Israel struggle with how
to live - facing so many idols, gods and other temptations. Warnings from the prophets sometimes lead
people to turn back to God only to sin again. The image reflects the cycle and the distractions people had
to face. Even though, there are dark times God is still with them and still present with his many

Qsera’cLonaL characters. It denotes to Christians the best way to live is God’s way. /

First part of the
pane[ s the old

testament David dancing in
front of the Ark of

the Covenant

(X Samuel 6)

Jonah, under his
tree (Jonah L&)

David spying on
Bathsheba
(& Samuel 1)

Amos challenging the - m.
‘cows of Bashan' drinking :: 9 ‘{
wine on ivory beds? < A% : ] \

Amos kil and 6 :

frmoe 2 ond B0 | RS- st 101 S 1

ELLjah facmg down
the priests of Baal
(| KLngs |8)

David and Goliath
(I Samuel |7) Everyone has i ok
talents. You need to trust i N El B B
God and stand up for what Vit

you believe in.




Panels 3 & L4 - People of God

The word ‘sin’
looming amongst the

People God.

-

Hot air balloon symbolises people
wanting to search for a place with
less distractions away from sin. The

yellow shows there must be help

from the righteous one.

~
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A sacrifictal lamb

i !
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EXILE}
Many of the

occupying forces

that ruled the land

of Israel and

Judah.
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rescue bg send‘mg his son Jesus, God ‘anamate’, in human form.

.

Panel S5 - Incarnation - The purpose of this paneL reflects the coming of Jesus. It is about the ‘salvation
narrative. The Peop[e of God fail to overcome the effects of the Fall. Instead of peopLe bemg drawn back to

God, theg continue to sin and turn away from him. For this reason, pLoJcs his next part of the salvation

\

J

Dark world because
peop[e continue to

live in sin.

(" Jesus God's son, God )

‘incarnate, in human form
Crown shows at kingly
status. to show and tell
people how to live in this
\dark world.

J ,‘;‘}f'ill'-um:zi,

[The shadow of the cross.

/The path shows Jesus \ :
journey that he has to ‘WRRREE

-~ AR
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make to sacrifice himself.
The path begins with

poverty and simplicity of
human birth to death on

\’che cross. /

Jesus recognises his role and
journey of life. He knows why
he has been sent to Earth
and he recognises his need
to sacrifice himself.

The golden path
hints the riches that
will come if Jesus
is successful in his

mission.

Crown shows a k'mg[g

status.

The words reflect the )

names 9LV€I"L JCO JQSU.S. )

The Na’chL’cg scene. ]

The desert reflects the story
of Jesus temptation but also
links to the story of the
children of Israel in the

wilderness too.




/Panel 6 - GospeL- This pane[ reflects love. It shows how Jesus demonstrates God’s love for all peopLe. It
portrays the God’s message of the commandments of how we should love God, their neLghbours and.
themselves. It advocates Jesus Jcecu:htru\gs show that this way of love is the best way for everyone to live.

The colour in the paneL shows that Jesus brmgs back the intended colours of Creation. The paneL is reaug
brLthc, to show the brtght and. life- giving gospeL and. message of Jesus. /

Gold showing the
richness and goodness

of the bible.

There is a solution- to
help keep everything
light and the darkness
back.

(T am the door’ (John )

10:9) Who ever enters
through Him will be

SO.VQd. JQSLLS s ’che dOOf‘

[The Holy Chalice, also \
known as the Holy Grail.
The Synoptic Gospels refer
to Jesus sharing a cup of
wine with the Apostles,

saying it was the covenant

\Ln his blood. /

Feeding of the five thousand.
Shows Jesus can do many things.

( John 6:l-14)

of life and we can all

\become part of his flock. )

Jesus disciples to spread
the Good News. (Mathew
A8:19-20)

/Cen’craLL’cg of love. ( Luke )
10:27-38). This
emphasises how we should
all love and care for
each other. Love God our

\Lord Saviour. /

Jesus came to fulfil the law and
the Prophets. (Mathew 5:17)

You can tell Jesus disciples
by thetr frutts. (Mathew 7:15-
20)
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Panel 7 - Salvation- This paneL reflects that humans are in need of salvation and need to be rescued.
This ts because of an in- built Jcendencg for humans to go their own way, resisting will and gutdance of thel
good Creator. Christians believe that sin separates peopLe from God and that this is an unbrLdgeabLe divide

unless God offers forgLveness and cLeansmg himself. It is a dreadful dag. It s when Jesus was nailed to

Qhe cross and died for our sins. /

The road s a sgmbo[
of peopLe on the road

Pots of colour reflect
the idea of Salvation

rescues Christians from

to Salvation.

sin. The colour shows

goodness, the creativity
and the extravagance-
of the orLgLnaL purpose

J

of be'mg human.

The water and river

symbolism as in The Fall
to show that it is sin that
separates people from God.

The cross reflects the Christian
idea that through Jesus God

saves humankmd. JE’,SU.S and ’che

cross are the bridge between

Creator and the Earth.

/The arrow indicates the
right direction or path
to take to find
salvation. The arrows
pointing up shows Jesus
ts the way, and gives us

\access to bright vitality
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\represerﬂc any ﬂgure that s prepared to live in the LLthc of God's commands.

Panel 8 - ngdom of God - This paneL shows the timpact of Jesus. Christians believe his incarnation
repairs the damage of sin. The Hotg SerLJc has been sent to empower peopLe and to brmg the ‘good news of
love, peace and justice. It takes the church to spread the good news, to make the world look more Llike the

ngdom of God, in anticipation of a future restored kLngdom in Heaven. The peop[e within the pane[ could

\

J

Colour being painted and
poured focuses on the
Kingdom of God
transforming the world.

This is not to reduce the

importance of eternal life.

4 )

- J

St Pauls describes it as
‘eternal glory that far out
weights the suffering of
this.

K People are followers of
Jesus and they can help
make the world as it
should be. The people
are spilling Christian
Values of love, joy and

\hope.

/Ga’ces to the future.
Kingdom of God, heaven
(Revelation &l) The New
Jerusalem - 13 gates

made from [ pearls. The

gate gives a hint to the
\wonders that await.
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J

Paul writing from prison.

have not stopped the world of

Jesus.

(Philippians :I&-14) Pauls chains

/Pe’cer healing the lame beggar
(Acts 3) God asks that we
continue to be disciples by
sharing his Word, by praying
together and alone and by

continuing to learn about His

Qonderf ul ways.

~

J
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